
Last fall, our current Fel-
lows embarked upon 
something they’d never 
done before: they start-
ed the school year in a 
virtual setting. At the 
start of the 2020-2021 
school year, schools in 
Charlottesville City and 
Albemarle County both 
decided to have stu-
dents participate in virtu-
al learning. This virtual 
start was new to both 
students and educators. 

Teachers had to quickly 
figure out how they 
would navigate getting 
to know their students 
without being able to 
meet them in-person. As 
schools looked to their 

teachers to adapt 
and adjust, Fel-
lows looked to 
AATF to support 
them as they 
stepped into un-
known territory. 

A 2020 article 
from National Pub-
lic Radio highlight-
ed that just 37% of 
teachers felt their 
schools provided ade-
quate training for virtual 
learning. At AATF, we 
ensured our Fellows 
had a different experi-
ence by filling in the 
gaps between their 
needs and school-led 
training. All first-year 
Fellows met monthly, 

and we provided a virtu-
al space for them to 
share their challenges. 

Additionally, we created 
programming to help 
Fellows with engage-
ment strategies, curricu-
lum development, and 
tools to connect with 
families. 
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Inside this issue: 

Welcome to our new 
board members! 

• Alex Bryant 

• Jessica Harris 

• C’ta Mitchelson-
DeLaurier 
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Welcome to our newest fellows!  

Aisha Hawkins 

Hometown: Charlottesville, VA 

Certification Area: Elementary Education      

College: Virginia Commonwealth University    

AATF is proud to welcome our largest group of Fellows in our 17-year history. 
They will begin their fellowships this month with start of our 10th Annual Summer 

Institute. Please join us in welcoming them! 

Kirsen Pillow 

Hometown: Palmyra, VA 

Certification Area: Secondary Social Studies Education  

College: University of Virginia 

Angel McGhee 

Hometown: Ruckersville, VA 

Certification Area: Elementary Education 

College: Old Dominion University 

Tamera Lovelace 

Hometown: Lynchburg, VA 

Certification Area: Elementary Education 

College: University of Virginia 

Daisa Granger-Pascall 

Hometown: Charlottesville, VA 

Certification Area: Fine Arts Education 

College: University of Kentucky 

Shantron Franklin-Sims 

Hometown: Charlottesville, VA 

Certification Area: Middle School Mathematics Education 

College: Liberty University 

Quana Dennis 

Hometown: Charlottesville, VA 

Certification Area: Elementary Education 

College: University of Virginia 



to continue pro-
gramming this 
summer with pro-
fessional devel-
opment work-
shops and well-
ness programs. 
Our continued 
support of Fellows remains a 
priority so they can provide stu-
dents with meaningful learning 
experiences.  

 

We thank you for your generosi-
ty and commitment to our work, 
because we couldn’t fulfill our 
mission without you. We will 
continue our mission of support-

Here are some of this year’s high-
lights, as shared by Fellows: 

• AATF helped me to feel more 
confident entering this school 
year. I needed so much sup-
port, and AATF was always 
there.  

• I needed community during a 
time when everyone felt distant, 
and AATF gave me a family. I 
always had someone to talk to. 

• Participating in the fellowship 
gave me access to resources to 
maintain my well-being during a 
difficult year. 

Looking ahead, we are gearing up 
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Unprecedented School Year (Cont’d from cover)  

also noted that the AATF model can 
be replicated around the nation.  

 

“We all saw last year how every 
organization is scrambling to ad-
dress diversity and inclusion 
through new strategic plans and the 
creation of new roles and depart-
ments. However, AATF has been 
doing just this in a far more impact-
ful way for nearly 20 years,” Alex 
highlighted. He wants to champion 
the Charlottesville-Albemarle com-
munity in celebrating AATF’s mis-
sion.  Alex is looking forward to 
spreading AATF’s mission and 
sharing the organization’s success-
es on a larger scale. 

 

Welcome to the board, Alex! 

Alex Bryant is one of AATF’s new-
est board members! After support-
ing AATF’s community partnerships 
over the years, he is eager to now 
support AATF in sharing the stories 
of Black educators in the communi-
ty as a board member.  

 

Alex  has a background in leading 
several community events, and re-
cently planned the Race and Equity 
in the Workforce conference. When 
planning, he realized: 
“organizations want to build more 
diverse teams, but they are having 
a hard time finding qualified candi-
dates. We can stem the talent drain 
by investing in a diverse school divi-
sion.”  He sees AATF’s work as a 
direct solution to this challenge, and 
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Board member feature :  Alex Bryant 

“Organizations want to build 

more diverse teams, but they are 

having a hard time finding 

qualified candidates.” 

“Participating in the fellowship 

gave me access to resources to 

maintain my well-being during a 

difficult year.” 

ing and developing African 
American educators, working 
towards equity in our schools 
and throughout the community. 

 

-Tamara W. Dias, EdD 

Executive Director 



Ashlee Bellamy  

• Role: Special Education Teacher 

• School: Jack Jouett Middle School 

• How AATF helped her with virtual learning:  

Being able to connect with other Fellows to 

discuss resources to support her students, 

problem-solve through challenges, and to 

share celebrations! 

• Her favorite memory from this school year: 

Arranging time to visit her students in-person 

after months of seeing them on the computer. 

 

Please stay tuned to our Facebook and Twitter pag-

es for more Fellow updates throughout the spring 

and summer. 

ALUMNI FELLOW SPOTLIGHT 


